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Colonial Craftsmen of Pennsylvania 

FOR several years the writer has collected, from the early news- 
papers and other sources, data concerning the early craftsmen 
of this Commonwealth. With the assistance of the Museum 
it is now proposed to publish from time to time in the Bulletin photo- 
graphic reproductions of these advertisements. 

While the work of research still continues it is thought unwise 
by reason of the many inquiries to withhold the publication of the 
information collected to the present time, but we wish to emphasize 
the fact that the information contained in the following pages is 
partial and not complete because all the newspapers have not yet 
been searched. 

It is expected in the future that after all the newspapers have 
been searched to 1800 or 1825 to republish these advertisements in 
pamphlet form, properly indexed in chronological order, and the pre- 
liminary work has been undertaken with this end in view. 

As the texture of the paper varies practically with each number 
of our early news sheets, and many of them are bound closely to 
the edge, the reproductive work alone has become a task of 
extreme difficulty. But even though stained with age and yellowed 
by time they are the only record that remains in documentary form 
of the high state reached by our craftsmen. 

Our earliest newspaper the "American Weekly Mercury" began 
publication in 1719. Previous to that date from the founding of the 
Commonweath in 1682 to the publication of our first newspaper in 
1719 we have only the wills and inventories filed in the Orphans Court 
together with occasional letters and documents to be found in the 
manuscripts of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania and elsewhere. 

As many of the following advertisements are from the writer's 
private collection, it is requested, in view of the proposed publication 
in pamphlet form, that permission be obtained from the Museum 
before reproduction of these are undertaken for slides or other work. 

The Museum will be glad to reply to all letters of inquiry and 
to receive information concerning the early Decorative Arts. 

It is requested that all communications be directed to "The 
Director, The Pennsylvania Museum, Department of Colonial Crafts- 
men." 

The writer desires to acknowledge his indebtedness for the 
many acts of courtesy and attention from the officers and staff of the 
Library Co. of Philadelphia and the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania as well as permission to reproduce records found in their files. 
Acknowledgement should also be made of the work of the late William 
Kelby, "Notes on American Artists," at present being published by 
the New York Historical Society. 

Alfred Coxe Prime. 
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John »>K/»Mi!,Upho!ft«er, in Market Street, Philadelphia, 
leaving cff Trade and going for England, will fell whac 
Goods he has very reafonable; conriftiHg chiefly of Stand* 
ing Beds,- Feather-Beds, Quilts, Blankets, Stuffs for Cur- 
tains, Chairs, Looking- glalWs, Couches, foe. All Perfor.s 
indebted to him are defired to come and mike up their 
Aceounts, and thofe who have any Demand on him may 
come and fettle the lame. 

AMER. WEEKLY MERCURY 

<b/l4-/\TZ2. 

VERY good Red Leather Chairs, the neweft raftiion> 
Fine f.^nders-Bei- licks, and fundry other Euro- 
pean Goods, and likewife Cinamon, at a very reafona- 
ble Rates, and choice Hem England Hopps, and very 
goedr-Beavour Hats, and Silk-Stockings to be fold by Pe- 
tty Bayatm, living at the lower End ot frtnt-flreet- 
PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
t/fcO/\T2.9 

VEiy gnod Red Leather Chairs the neweft Fafhion ; fine 
Handos lied Ticks, and fundry other Europian, Goods 
likewife Cinnamon at a veiy reafdnable Rate. ar,d choice New' 
England Hops, good Beavei-Hjis, aod S'lkScockms to be 
Sold by titer Baiiitcn, living at the Lowcr-Eiid ot Front* 
fireet. 

AMER. WEEKLY MERCURY 
3/\Z/MZS 

LISBON Salt at Eighteen Pence per 
Bulhel by the Hundred Bulhcl, Imported in the 
iingt Mary, at Dickinfon's Wharlf. To be Sold by 

Peter BxynUn 

AMER. WEEKLY MERCURY 
U/4./I73I 

DETER BATN70N at the fewer Ehd 

■*- ot b ront-Srrcet, Mh all fore, of Loaf Sogaij is Lon- 
don-Double, New-England Double and Midline 
CSV Cheaper than at any time heretofore, and will allow 
fix Months or more Credit to any *bflantialPurcb»fc:. 
The faid Baytitm has Train Oyl to fell, and fundry Euroc- 
lan 9 tid Welt India Goods, very Cheap. 

\/Ery good Englifh Red Leather, alfi> choice Engii* 
Peale, to be Sold by the Miner hereof 

AMER. WEEKLY MERCURY 
"V23/H3I 

gLit or Rod IRON for Nails and other 

Ufcs, of all Sizes, to be fold by Peter Baytiton, at 4c s. 
perC. Cafli, or 43 r. 6 d. perC. fix Months Credit. Like- 
wife Red Leather Chairs, Whale Oil, Whalebone, and 
fundry other Goods at leafonable Rates. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
3/9/1731 



pETER BAYNTON gives Notice to a 

Perfont that have any Accounts open againft bim, that they cm 
and fettle with him; and thofe that are indebted to him are defire 
to pay bim forthwith or they itiillhe proceeded againfi as the La% 
HreBs, he purpofing to depart the Province in a very Jhort Time. 
Philad. July 19. 1739. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
1/19/1739 

WH E R E A S Job Adams, Upholder; 
lately arnv 'd from London, Ihim in Front-ftreer»MT 
the Croocked- Billet; makes and fells all Sorts of Upholder: 
Goods, nit Feds and Bedmo, Eafy Chairs, Settees, Sijuabs ant 
Couches, Wmio'Ji-'ita.t Cajbisns Ruffia Leather Chairs, with 
all Sorts of Upholders Gotds, at reafmable Rate' 

AMER. WEEKLY MERCURY 
5/18/ |T3a 

CJNE Chairs of ail Sorts made after ih& 
tsft 8? nevsefi Fafiion ; old Chairs caned or Holes mended {if 
not gone too tar) at eeafonahle fates, by Nicholas Gale, next to ths 
Sign of the Pewter Platter in Front-Street, Philadelphia. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
GEORGE MILLER, Joiner, 

In Che ftnut- Street next Doot to the Dolfh'm, 

GIVES Notice, that he is about t 
leave off his Trade, and has a Quantity of Joint 
Work, as Chairs, Tables, Desks, Chefts of Drawers, &c.( 
difpofe of, and will fell them very reafonably. As it 
feveral Negro Women who can both Wafll and Sew, K 
fit for Family Bufinefs. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
3/Zl/n3T 

THIS IS TO CERTIFT, 
*7 H AT Mr. Jofeph Claypoole, Joyner, has 
left off bit Trade ; and has given bis Stock and Im- 
plements of Trade to bis Son the Subfcriber, who bas Re- 
moved from his Shop in IValnut-Street, to the foyners- 
/frms in Second-Street, near the Proprietor' 's ; where all 
Perfons may be fupplied with all Sorts of Furniture of the 
be/1 Fajbion ; as Defks of all Sorts, Chejls of Drawers of 
all Sorts, Dining Tables, Chamber Tables, and all Sorts of 
Tea Tables and Sideboards ; he having the largejl and 
eldill Stock of Timber, of tbe Produce of this Country and 
the Weft-Indies, of any in this Province, fame of which 
having been in Piles near 25 Years ; he bas liiewife a Par- 
eel of choice curVd Maple ; and a large Parcel of choice 
Wood for Bed/leads, and a fine SortmeHt of tbe bejl and 
ntweft fajbioned Brafs IVork Furniture, laniy Imported 
from London. Josiah Clavpooh. 

Philad. May 22. 1738. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
5/18/H38 



PLUNKET FLEESON, Uphol- 
st e per, lately from ,Lcnim and Dublin, hi the -Sign 
of tl.c Eafy Chair, near Mr. Ha:mho>?t in Cfelhut-Strcct i 
makes ali Kinds of Upl.olflerers Work af.er tiie bejt Man- 
ner : Whore any Perfon nuy be ftirraftiti with Feathers, &_.!< 
ticks, Blankets, Sacking-Bottoms, CSV at the moil jeaiotr.ue! 
Kates. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
8/1/1739 

C^Hoice Live-Geefe Feathers, to be Sold 
j by Plunket Fhejcn, UphoHtercr, at the eafy Chair j 
Che/nut- Street, near Mr. Hamilton's; JikewifeSea Beds, curled 
Hair MatraiTes, Sacking Bottoms, all kind of Uphoiftcrer'i 
Work, done reafonably. N B. Any Perfon having fuch 
Feathers to fell, may apply tothefaid Fleefon 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
7/3/ MAO 

Made and to be fold by Plunket Fleefon, 

at the eafy Chair ; in Chefnut- Street. 
CEveral Sorts of good Chair-frames, 

*-* black and read leather Chairs, fir.ilhed cheaper than any- 
made here, or imported from Bolton, and in Cafe o( any 
oefects, the Bye* {halt have them made good ; an Advan- 
tage not to be had in the buying Bofton Chairs, befides the 
Damage they rec^iv- by the Sea : Good live Geefe Fea- 
thers, Sea beds, bed bottoms of good Duck at 20/, and all 
kinds of Uphollterers Work done after the bell manner. 

N. B. He hit a ne.it japaa'<> CU6 «| Dnvurs WW 
■fold Cheap, 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
g/23/ITA-e 

PLUNKET FLEESON, 

Upholjlerer, at the Eafy-Chair; in Chef- 
nut- Street, Philadelphia, 

KNowing that People have be.cn 
often difappointedandimpo6'duponby Matter Chair 
Makers in this City, to the Prejudice of his Part of that 
Bufinefs, by Encouraging the Importation of Bofton 
Chairs, Has ingaged, and for mary Months, employed 
feveral the belt Chair-makers in the Province, to'the 
End he might have a Sortment of Choice Walnut Chair 
Frames , Gives Notice that he now aias a great Variety 
of the newfft and belt Fafhions, ready made, whereby 
a'l Pcrlons who want, may be lupply'd without Danger 
o : Difappointment or Impofition, at the moft reafonable 
Rates ; and Maple Chairs as cheap as from Bofton. 
Alfo Feathers; Feather Beds, Bed Bottoms, Sea Beds, 
ice. Ready Money for Horfe Hair and Cow Tails 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
&/I4-/174.4- 

DRUMS, Coiouis and O.tooch-boxes, rmrje, and Drums 
new htaded and repaired by PLUNKET FLEE 
S O N, U;jholflerer, at the Eafy Chair, the Corner ol Fourth. 
flreet, in Cheflnut flreet, who continues to make all Kinds ot Up- 
l.olfleicis Wotk, Chairs and Joyners work, is the beft manner 
and ncwtlt Isfhion, at the moft reaf.nable rate* J fella choice live 
{.eefe feathers cheap, fea beds, bed bottoms, India pictures, &r. . g 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
^/l8/^55 



PFKE HEADS, Hilherd-heids, Drums ind ColcjrJ, fci 
complexly iumifhing a Company of Foot, may bt hid :sih- 
n«blyof PLUNKET FLEESON, in Fmttb'ft' <..-.', 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
8/T/I75S 

MADE and SOLD 

Ey £;£(•)-/ Barton, near the Post-Office in Philadelphia, 
at the mod reafonable Rates, 

WAInut, Mohogony, Eafy, Clofe-ftool and Ship - Chairs, 
and Stools, Couches and Settees, Backgammon Table-, 
*vi;!i Men, Boxes, and Dies. Who has a likely Negro Woman 
fit for i'own or Country Bulinefs, with a Child about one Year 
anJ an half old to difpofe of. Alfo right good Neatsfoot Oyl 
for Coach and Chaife Leather and Harnefies to fell reasonably 
by the (jalloii or larger Quantity. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
8/9/1733 

Notice is hereby given 

TH AT Robert Barton is removed from Market - 
Street to the Houfe that Capt Thomas Lloy3 lately livd in y oppojite t» 
Bhck-Horje Alley in SecondtStreet : Where all Perfons may be fupply'd ■witht 
all Sorts of Walnut Chairs and Cabinet Work at tie tr.ofl Reasonable Rates. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
10/23/174-0 



PETER HALL, Upholftcrcr, in 
Chefnut-Strcer, 

MAkes\ ail Sorts of Beds, Chairs, or 
any olhCr Furniture ft fir aiiy Houfe t J.'ft 
xvill ttaeh any Perfon to draw Draught* in a jUrt tfiye 
for Tlourijhitg or Emhroidiring, at the mofi reafonahje 
Ram. 

N. B. Said Hall has alfo Drums fit for Sea or LarJ. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
4-/47 174-5 



JAMES WHITE, 

Upbolftcrer and Undertaken lately arrived from London, 

MAKES all foiti of furniture for bads, window eurt*ii\i, 
either fefloon or plain, all forts of chair), either French or 
India back, fofa'i, fettees and fettee-beds, feather-beds, m»maffe», 
and all other forts of houlhold furniture, after theneweft tafle, ei- 
ther in the Chinefe or Venetian, likewife papor hanging* put up, 
fo ai not to be affefied by the hotteft weather ; alfo funerals for* 
nifhed, and /hrouds ready made, funk'd it in London, or plain and 
plaited, and meets. 

N. B. He either finds materials, or will make up ladies or 
gentlemen! own, cuffs and robing! to ladies gbwne, &c. pmk'd af- 
ter the neweft fafhion. He's to be fpoke with, at prefent, at Mr*. 
Bedford's, oppoEte Mr. Tenant's new Chuneh, In Third-ftreefc 
any time from ten in the morning, till night $ and fome patteroi ol 
papers to be feen as abovefaid. *jf 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
7/4-/ 1 7 54- 



To be fold by Thorns* Maule, joiner, in F ront-iWeer , 
a little above the Bank Mecting-houfe, 

MO(l forts of joiners work, ail kinds of 
brafs handles and draps for cherts of drawer*, ar.4 
defks, a>.J tea cherts, fundry forts of draw locks brat's 
and iron tea-table locks, brafs defk locks and hintes, brad 
and leather c^rtors, brafs rings for doors, braCs deck pins, 
brafs egg nobbs, locks and latches, coffin bandies and 
fcrews, half inch walnut boards, chert locks, hinges, dove- 
tail hinge?, rule joint, table hinge*, and fcrews of fundry 
forts, Urge and fmall, plain iions, chefels and goucej, ji 
4d 6d 8d iod and zoi nail?, fafh pullics, 4d fprig r , gimlets, 
-ugers, center bit?, camels hair, varnifli, brumes, fu'd'y 
forts of files, ch^lk, antimor.y, Hne filr, »rd ch.cob p. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
4-/lfo/nA8 

To b< foli, by 

THOMAS MAULE, 

At the fifoof the Crolt-cut>Saw, near the Eafiifli Cha/ch, la 
Second ftreet, Philadelphia. 

IRON dripping-pans, steel, vizes, anvils, bt*f« and iron wwe, 
frying pans, Englifh iron pots, brafi locks fnt defies, 2, 3, 4, 
6, 8, 10, 12, and iod. na.ii, 2, 3 4> 5, 6, and 8<t. fprigt, 
fttodry ford of fadkry, white tinned uclct, brala chatfc milt, », 
3. anday*. »onk nailt, », 3, and 44. clout aaili, 2, 3, 4, aa4 
6d. rogod headed mill, 3, 4, and 6d. (cupper mils, cheft lockl, 
baodlea and hinges, H mdHL hinges, and dovetail ditto, tula- 
joiat hinges, and foews, brafa defk and p.of.-ect huigts, ftrap ana 1 
T biotas, brafa handles aad fcutcheons, brafa and iron cloak f ins, 
br*f» ink- pott, and fountain pens, brafa and icon compares, i-oa 
ffstarea, coffin handlea and fcrews, filvw'd and !arket'd fuxmtura 
fp* coffim, brafa kettles, tea-kettles, chafing difhes, warming 
sane, Englifb. quart bottles, and coika, drawing knivei, table 
koiraa and forks, pirtol capp*d and catteao knives, f««l h*ft 
panknivei, .and Barlow's ditto, butcheri knivei, common aad 
fin* fcifTari and (hears, nursend lantets horfe fletmi, eh'fTsli and 
gouges, broid-axei, adiea, hammers, plaio irons, surer*, gim- 
bJeti, tap and bung borers, center and .wimble bin, chtfleli, gouzet, 
hooka and long biti for turners, fundry forts of fu'ti, rsfpa, ftfh 
lines and pullics, cbalk lines, pUte bolts, and round ditto, fire 
(hotels and tonga, bellows, chimney hooks, cindlefticks, po lift- 
ed, plain and japaoned fnuffei*, knitting needles, key tings, watch 
chains,, and A rings, uWmakcs h.mmers, knives and *wi-bi»dee, 
piscera, ajpoera, taeki and punches, marking irons, filhing honks 
lines, fctta of tctteu to ftatcp with, mens and womens thimble*, 
needles aacKpina « (ptfUclct, thumb latches, and brafs knob'd 
ditto, bull ItAcb'd locks, fto'cL and draw locks, and gun locks, 
padlocks, law-mill fawa, whip and crofs-tot fawi, band pannel, 
tenant, fafh, dovetail and com p* fa fawa, faw plates for frames, 
faw-fttt,. EngHuS glue, clo.kcsfe freezes, hinges and locks, 
coffee in IBs, box and flat itens, cortt cotnb* and burfe btu/hev two 
footru'M, (nufTaod tobatco boxes, krimftone, allom, coppetaa, 
fcflddtr logwood, fuflitk, and redwood, fweet oil, linfeed oil, ye- 
low oaker, red lead, piuffiian blue*, verdi K reafe, white lead, (■*- 
nifhwhite, fpaoilh brown, chalk, brotddoths, fc.ioon, tarrnny, 
cambltt, fcarlet, flowered, white ana) ftrip:d flanntla, a larie . f. 
firtment of buttons and rr.ohafr, tfeiead and fi'fc, filk and h.,r, 
catnbrick and lawn, holland and lines, check linen, wntiog p«- 
per, fpelltng-books royal ptimmera improed, teftaments, nut- 
rneil. cin mon, mace, cloves, indi«<\ filh fkins, »od putn ( •■ 
Wes. t 'os. Tbc.SW. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
8/ 1 471755 

\^jTHEREAS one John Emmery, by Tiddc 

a Cabinet-maker, went from England in the Year 
1725 to the Weft Indies, and from thence to fome of the 
Northern Colonies : This is to inform him, ifheb« living, 
that he may apply to the Printer of this Paper, aad be in* 
formed of lbmething to his Advantage. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
7/8/IT31 



This is to give Notice, 
H'HAf Johjj Boyd, of Philadelphia, 

' emfeetft, (if Hte/'h ftmiti) -will have a large ^ya»- 
r:*e af Door-Cofii, WimU-.v-Cafn with Shiners aniSajbes, 
fit for tuber State, Brier cr Frame Hvufet ; axv Perfott may be 
ftffiitiyoitb mha iluantitf be may" brveOcrijicn for, tr'fmtt 
fprtftni that is dread) fn:JbtJ , in Mariet-freet r ipj»fite tie 
ffft of the Cuneflerye-Tvagzon, • en readable Ralet t by vi, 

JOHN BOY a 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
a/lO/174-j 

FRANCIS TRUMBLE, 

Cabinet and chair- maker, &c. at the fjgn of the ScnWfe. la 
Front-ftreet, near the New-market Wharff, on Society Hit. 
Phil.delphia, makes and fella the following good* io Olohot la* 
walnut, cherry-tree, mipple, Sec. viz. " "* 

SCRUTORES, bureaus, flidine-'preff". cherts of drawees of 
varolii forts, breakfall tables, lining tables, tea tablet, «o4 
taid tallse ; alfo cabin tables and Hoots. Chairs of all forts j fuel, 
as fet!«i, eafy chairs, aim chairs, parlour chain, chamber chain 
clofe chant, and ccuche:, caiv'd or plain'; bediteads aod lacking 
bott'imi, clock cafes, corner cupb»»ids, tea chefts, tea boards, bot- 
tle board:, let. Ice.. Likewife all forts of cabinet furnKure, at res. 
fonable rates. 

N. B. A great afiortment of the above goods being ready made 
after the neweft fafhions, any perfon may be fuppKed immediately, 
or on very Ihort notice. 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
8/8/1 754- 

E D rT A R D W E T M A N, 

„ , ,. UPHOLSTERER, 

V. „ 'of , "h R ^* 1 *"• ,he C - ma °< <**•"> '«* Srrond 
Street., Philadelphia, make, all Kind, of Ufr.olflcie.'. Wo,),, 

FUR N I T V RE for bed, and window curtain,, either 
fe«oiini.rplain,»„rT..llt„,u,of fenee., and feitee bed., ea- 
fT«ha,,.,«„„ [ be.and t ha„boirnr«!. el-he. of liik, worSed or lea- 
th«, like.ile feather bed., n...,alle., cabin do,.!., and pat. up „. 
per hanurng. ,n the neat.ft m.nne. , he alio m.kei umbr.lloe, " L. 
«*». ™. I 7" "S m "«" k °<' <- ^ «■«"•>" He .ill either 
mat,, a ^ ' "" '*""""' "><»»<•»'« '"""ture, o, .ill 

make up ladle, andjent.emen. oivn , he hke.ife t,n fuopl. .e,f or ., 
with all lortsnt i ,,ne„ -, u k thr.lV l.a.. . . f"*V '*■ 

d-.r-. ( r-i«»*oiK, tnoleladu. and rrnihmen who 

pleafet. fa.o,,, mm with the., cftom, an, ,«,< „„ h „,„. 

mr.edi[?,'d"f '","!,' "' 7" ««««» «» ~-«n I ',h,on,,.„d Zi 

i> NOTIr-F , . EDW **0 WEYMAN. 

-hThavecoJ. J K r"* r 8 "<" '" ,he '""""• '" •"«'•. 
-h. have ,o«. t.,!., o, hoife, mane, and tail. ,„ difpofe of, that laid 

Weyman«,»..t»ebefl,„c,f.„,hotef.,t,„, hair. , be © : . 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE'' 
V28/17S5 

SAMUEL POWELL, 

Brafa-Fonndcr, at, the Th.ee Brafs Cock,, in Second ttieet, „-„ 

StfJifrai (or RaceJ'ftieet, 
X /TAKES aod mend. ,1 forts of brafa cocks, wholef.le or 
XVJ. "tail, miil b.lTes, btaf. foeker. and chamber, for pump,, 
&c. He ha. I.kewife to fell, a convenient three fto.y houfe, ».il 
finifhed, oppofite the Refo.rr.-d Choich, i. SatT.fm-ft.eet, now ia 
the tenure of If... Robert,. Alfo . ,h,e« ft„ r , touf, ,„ f , id A 
with . two ftory kitchen, and ,ood w..k thop and celU, unde, It 
convenient for a coop.,, being the houfe where William Nieon 
1 / a , i * '"° *<"' hrick tenement, with a good wlh 
7?£'a S "° ,T P '"i""' ! ' '"""" ,a Bread-sreet, commo-.v 
called Mo.avua Alley. There i. to he fold „ flia p l^ C o,k, br 

WefloM'J'ffh ft"'? ""' 6 ""- WWuchapel .audio, Ji 
Wetton • fnutt by the bottle or dozen. 

.^'Ja.T""' '" " f * d u Po " li- ' f ""«l f««, which Peter Knoi- 
Z oa. eh". , """"I' (- h «" 1 '" e ) <"' '""•• «e d.C.ed to corre 
and p., charge., and take them »w. M .ad if not taken awav in 

Z", a'', '?■'' ",'" be <° U '" f 1- <he expence. m j.™ b" 
frtiiiddphu, Juiv;26. 1755^ 

PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE 
8/7/I7SS 



